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“Hemp as a Feed Ingredient”: AAFCO and NIHC Co-Hosted a Webinar and National Discussion on Overcoming Challenges and Gaining Approval 

Multi-industry experts led the conversation and panel 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill., Aug. 24, 2022 – The Association of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) and National Industrial Hemp Council of America (NIHC) co-hosted a well-timed webinar, “Hemp as a Feed Ingredient: A National Discussion,” for pet food, animal feed and hemp industries, and regulatory officials, discussing peer-to-peer questions, challenges, solutions and best practices. Held on Aug. 9, the webinar featured 18 topic-specific, industry experts and almost 600 virtual attendees discussing answers to the complex question, Why isn’t hemp in animal feed? 

“The webinar was not a debate; rather, it was a national discussion on overcoming challenges and gaining approval for hemp seed and hempseed by-products as ingredients in animal feed. The purpose was to connect with industry peers and share meaningful dialogue around moving forward together,” said Hollis Glenn, member of AAFCO’s Board of Directors and Deputy Commissioner of Operations for the Colorado Department of Agriculture. “This topic has been on everyone’s radar for years. More than ever, it was the right time to stimulate an important industry conversation that brings us all closer to reaching a common goal — and to collaborate on safe solutions.”

Interest in the use of hemp in commercial animal feed has accelerated since the passage of the 2018 Agricultural Improvement Act (“Farm Bill”). While the Farm Bill expanded the legal production of hemp in the United States, the use of hemp in animal feed remains under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and state regulatory programs for commercial animal feed.

In early 2022, AAFCO and 17 industry and regulatory organizations issued a joint open letter to state agriculture leadership, calling on them to support greater education and scientific research to ensure the safety of hemp in feed. NIHC subsequently issued a letter inviting AAFCO and industry professionals to collaborate together to achieve safe solutions.

“By co-collaborating with AAFCO, we were able to address a path forward for the hemp and animal-feed industries — working together to identify ways to decrease barriers and speed up approvals. The webinar provided the clarification we all have been craving,” said Hunter Buffington, member of NIHC’s Government Affairs Committee and Vice President of Policy & Advocacy for element6 Dynamics. “With a shared goal, we will soon achieve the regulatory oversight and approval of new feed ingredients for the agriculture, livestock and hemp industries. And that’s good news for all of us.”

The hemp-in-feed webinar was divided into three parts to address priority topics: 1) Scientific Research and Data; 2) Ingredient Review and Approval; and 3) General Interest and Concerns. Each portion included six, multi-industry panelists leading a dialog around his or her particular topic. Panelists were part of a spirited conversation, which also included answering questions that were submitted by virtual attendees.

About the Topics and Panelists 

A total of 18 topic-specific, industry experts led discussions, which were moderated by AgriPulse staff members. Each part included a 50-minute panel exchange and 15-minute Q&A.

	PART 1 – Scientific Research and Data, moderated by Jesse Campbell, Agri-Pulse Communications executive assistant, and led by panelists:
	Charlotte Conway, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Center for Veterinary Medicine (FDA-CVM)
	Dr. Massimo Bionaz, Oregon State University
	Dr. Rex Newkirk, Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance
	Dr. Craig Schluttenhofer, Central State University
	Dr. Frank Sikora, University of Kentucky
	Dr. Kendall Swanson, North Dakota State University



	PART 2 — Ingredient Review and Approval, moderated by Steve Davies, Agri-Pulse Communications associate editor, and led by panelists:
	Hunter Buffington, NIHC and element6 Dynamics
	Charlotte Conway, U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Center for Veterinary Medicine (FDA-CVM)
	Dr. Raj Kasula, Hemp Feed Coalition and Wenger Group
	Kathleen May, ASTM International
	Laura Scott, AAFCO
	Dr. Elizabeth Lewis, NutraSteward



	PART 3 – General Interest and Concerns, moderated by Jesse Campbell, Agri-Pulse Communications executive assistant, and led by panelists:
	Dr. Kimberly Guay, Tarleton University
	Erin Bubb, Pennsylvania Department of Ag and AAFCO
	Bill Richmond, USDA Hemp Program
	Jeremy Powers, NIHC and 357 Hemp Logistics
	Dr. Dharati Szymanski, American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA)
	Leah Wilkinson, American Feed Industry Association (AFIA)





Key Webinar Takeaways and Outcomes 

Some highlights from the “Hemp as a Feed Ingredient: A National Discussion” webinar included the following top-10 takeaways:

	Clarification: The panel focused on hemp as a feed ingredient rather than its potential as a supplement or medicated feed. Hemp used for human and animal nutrition comes from the oil seed and its by-products. The FDA has recognized hempseed: oil, hearts and protein powder as Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS) for human consumption, which provided the basis for the panel’s conversation.
	Collaboration: Multi-industry leaders, from hemp and animal feed producers to researchers, government regulators and policy makers, agree that it is important to collaborate and coordinate on safe solutions and best practices – all from the same position.
	Discussion: National discussions, forums and multi-industry collaboration will help move the approval process forward with new ideas, procedures and solutions. Finding out what other people are doing and needing across industries – and then collaborating – will help all industries understand the challenges and opportunities.
	Research: It is imperative that in order to meet regulations, the nutritional profile of hemp and its effects on the nutrition of animal by-products (e.g., eggs, beef) be well-researched and precise. The regulatory process can be long, but it is critical to work through the research.
	Data: Safety data is the number-one concern across every industry; and understanding the data will establish specification for hemp as an ingredient and analytical methods that are accurate and validated.
	Safety: People and animals consume and metabolize foods differently; so hemp for humans is different than it is for livestock and pets. It’s important to establish safety and utility in target animals and pets first, then to ensure the safety of meat, milk and eggs that are marketed for human consumption.
	State Support: State feed programs can encourage research; address consumer concerns; support land grants; and engage with their farmers.
	Opportunities: Biggest opportunities with hemp seed as an ingredient: alternative crop for farmers and industry; good nutrient source for animal feed; and additional raw materials as our populations grow.
	Challenges: The acceptance and availability of peer-reviewed safety and utility data for animal feed for different species of animals; the lack of universally accepted standard testing methods for hemp ingredients for inclusion in feed; and a need for additional information about the long-term effects on animal welfare and the safety of the human food supply.
	Utility: Unified standards that align with the regulatory laboratories charged with feed safety will help our animals and our industry; and ensure animal and human safety by validated methods to test hemp grain for contamination.


A full recording of the webinar can be found here.

About AAFCO 

The Association of American Feed Control Officials (AAFCO) has been guiding state, federal and international feed regulators with ingredient definitions, label standards and laboratory standards for more than 110 years, while supporting the health and safety of people and animals. Its members are charged by their state or federal laws to regulate the manufacture, sale and distribution of animal feeds and animal drug remedies. Learn more at aafco.org.

About NIHC 

The National Industrial Hemp Council of America (NIHC) promotes the production and use of hemp both in North America and around the world. Backed by the U.S. Government, the organization is comprised of international, federal, state, private industry, and government professionals from across the agriculture and business sectors. Learn more at nihcoa.com.

        

      

          

  








      
            
  
    
      
        
          




        
      

      
        
          AAFCO Headquarters Office

1800 S. Oak Street, Suite 100, Champaign, IL 61820-6974


        

      

    

    

    

      
        
          Phone: 217-356-4221 


Fax: 217-398-4119

Email: aafco@aafco.org
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